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PREFACE. 


. S i is univerſally acknow- 
4 1 ww /egded, that nothing will 
| ml end more to the Benefit of 
OY the Publick than a proper 
Proviſion V the Poor of. this King- 
aom, the Laws now in Force for that 
Purpoſe being, in many Inſtances, op- 
preſſtve zo the Poor themſelves, and 
the Occaſion of great Trouble, Vex- 
ation, and Expence to the Pariſhes 
who maintain them: Aud as various 
Schemes and Propoſals have been made 
for a new Regulation of the Laws re- 
lating to the Poor, ſome whereof, it 


15 i imagined, if * Should tale place, 


would 


PREFACE. 
would produce very pernicious Confe- 


hegen, 

be Author therefore of the follow- 
ing Sheets, which are drawn up in 
the Form of a Bill, with a ſerious In- 
tent to ſerve the Publick, hath humbly 
offered his Thoughts upon this Subje, 
apprebenaing, that by a Law of the 
hike Nature many of the Inconventen- 
cies at preſent complained of, will, in 
a great Meaſure, be remedied, if nor 
entirely cured; at leaſt, hes Deſign 
muſt 5 confeſſed to be laudable: And 
it will be a ſufficient Recompence for 
the Pains the Author hath taken in 
compoſing his Thoughts upon this Sub- 
Jett, if the. following Specimen of a 
Law may furniſh any Hints that may 
5 77 eful for the accompliſhing ſo great 
Work as that of ſetiling the Laws 
for the Maintenance of the Poor upon 

4 good aud laſting Foundation. _ 
'_ The tuo great Things to be deſired 
from. an Undertaking of this Nature, 
are, fiſt, 10 maintain the Poor, or, 
'@ Lenſt, in a great Meaſure, from 
ihe 


P R E F A C E. 
the Produce of their Labour. This 


great Event [ cannot think is entirely 
zo be deſpaired of, in Length of Time, 


from a pr — Regulation of Work- 
houſes, and a ſtrith Scrutiny into the 
Behaviour of thoſe who have the Ma- 


nage ment of them. The ſecond great 


Benefit pr 2 is, to prevent the 


Expences of the Law relating to the 


Heitlements of the Poor. Ibis, as it 


at preſent mo „ is an imolerable 
Grievance ;, but ſurely it may reaſo- 
nably be expected, that the contentt- 
ous F prri between Pariſhes will in a 
great Meaſure ceaſe, ſince, in many 
Inflances, the Charges of maintaining 
a poor Perſon in the Workhouſe will 
be imconſiderable : For there is hardly 
any Perſon ſo impotent, but „ 
may be produced from his Labour to- 
wards his Support. This will depend 
upon the good Government of the Work- 
houſes. Beſides, as the poor Perſon 
(by an expreſs Proviſion in the follows 
ing 57% is to be removed to the Pa- 
by where he was laſt reſideat for the 
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ace of two Years, except in the par- 

ricular Caſes mentioned, few 257 cul- 

ties can ariſe about the proper Place of 

his Settlement. And further, it is ima- 
gined, that the natural Reſult of this 

Low will be, that few Pariſhes will 

think any Caſe momentous enough 10 
_ it to the ſuperior Courts for their 
Opinion. 

Whatever may be the Fate of this 
Performance in the, Judgment of Man- 
kind, yet the Author muſt be of Opi- 
nion, that uo Grievance ſo much de- 
ſerves the Attention of the Legiſlature, 
nor ſo much wants to be redreſſed, as 
the preſent ill State and Condition of 
he Poor of this Kingdom, and the 
Methods now in s uſe of pong for 


them. 
Jy 
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Laws relating to the POOR 
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s 83 bencas the Acts of Parliament „ 


land, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, have 
hitherto proved ineffectual for the Purpoſes for 
which they were intended; and, by their great 
Length and Number, are become difficult to be 
underſtood, and more difficult to be put in Exe- 
cution: And whereas nothing can be more be- 
neficial to the Kingdom, and all His Majeſty's 

Subjects, than to have the ſame reduced, as far 
as may be, into Certainty by one Law, ſetting 
forth at one View the ſeveral Remedies and Pro- 
viſions neceſſary upon this Occaſion. 


May it therefoze pleaſe your moſt Excellent 


Majeſty that it may be enacted, and be it enaſfed 
by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiri- 
+ tual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
_ ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by Authority of 


: | B the 


The » firſt See. 


are intend 


now in force relating to the Provi- 5. 
> ſion of the impotent Poor, Employ- 22 all thy 
ment of induſtrious but unfortunate 77754 El. 
| 2 Poor, and Puniſhment of idle Per- Chap. 2, and! 


ſons and Vagrants, within the Kingdom of Eng- 36 
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iu. the fame, That the Church-Wardens of every Pa- 
L "Tiſh, and two, three, or more ſubſtantial Houſe- 


holders of Abe Pariſh, Town, or Place ( to be 


nominated yearly in Eaſter- Week, or within one 


Month after Eaſer, by two or more Juſtices. of 
the Peace in each County, under their Hands and 
Seals) ſha!l be called Overſeers of the Poor of the 
fame Pariſh, Town, or Place ; and they, or the 
greater Number of them, ſhall take order, from 
time to time, by and with the Conſent of two or 
more ſuch Juſtices of the Peace, as aforeſaid, to 
ſet to work all ſuch poor Perſons, married or 
unmarried, who have no Means to maintain 
themſelves ; and alſo to raiſe, weekly or other- 
wiſe (by Taxation of every Inhabitant, Parſon, 
Vicar, and other Perſon, of ſuch Pariſh, Town, 
or Place, and every Occupier of Land, Houſes, 
Tythes, Mines, or ſaleable Underwoods in ſuch 
Pariſh, Town, or Place, or Owner of perſonal 
Eſtate there, or any where elſe, in due propor- 
tion) a competent Sum of Money, as they ſhall 


think fit, wherewith to purchaſe a convenient 


Stock of Flax, Hemp, Wool, or any other Ma- 
terials or Tools, to ſet the Poor to work with, 
( for the better doing of which they are hereby 
impowered to ſet up and exerciſe any Trade, not- 
withſtanding any Statute or Law to the contrary) 
and alſo for and towards the neceſſary Relief of 
the impotent Poor, either by reaſon of too ten- 


der Years, advanced Years, Sickneſs, or other- 
wiſe, being poor, and not able to work; and 


for employing thoſe who are able to work; and 


alſo for putting out of poor Children of ſuch Pa- 
riſh or Place Apprentices, as to them ſhall ſeem 


convenient; and to do all other Things neceſſary 


for the better relieving the Poor within their re- 


ſpective Pariſhes and Places, and to diſpoſe of 


the Produce of their Labour: Which ſaid Church- 


Wardens, 


r 


Wardens, or Overſeers, ſo to be nominated, or 
ſuch of them as ſhall not be prevented by Sick- 
neſs, or other juſt Excuſe ſhall meet together at 
leaſt once in every Month in the Church or Ve- we and how eel 
ſtry-room of ſuch Pariſh, or at any convenient 2e % 
Houſe within ſuch Town or Place, not being a 
Pariſh, there to conſider of ſome good Courſes i 
to be taken concerning the Premiſſes; and ſhall, , 
within four Days after the End of the Year, and 
after other Overſeers nominated, as aforeſaid, 
or ſooner, if required by any two Juſtices of the 
Peace of ſuch County under their Hands and 
Seals, make and yield up to ſuch two Juſtices, | 
as is aforeſaid, or in their Abſence to two other zen and bow © 
Juſtices of the Peace for the ſame County, a true“ . 
and perfect Account of all Sums of Money by 
them the ſaid Pariſh or Town-Officers received, 
or rated and aſſeſſed, and not received; and alſo ! 
of all ſuch Stock as ſhall be in their Hands, or 
in the Hands of any of the Poor, to be worked, : 
and of all other Things concerning their ſaid | 
Office; and ſuch Sam or Sums of Money and „ 
Stock as ſhall be in their Hands ſhall pay and _ 
deliver over to the ſaid Church-Wardens and O- | 
verſeers ſo newly nominated and;appoined, or tn 
Caſe ſuch Church-Wardens and. Overſeers ſhall ' 
be called to account ſooner, as aforeſaid, then 
they ſhall pay and deliver over the Money and 
Stock appearing to be in their Hands upon ſuch 
Account, as aforeſaid, to two ſuch Perſons as 
ſuch two Juſtices ſo calling them to account ſhall 
appoint, upon pain that every one of them ab- 
ſenting themſelves without lawful Cauſe, as a- 
foreſaid, from ſuch Monthly Meeting for the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid, or being negligent in their | 
Office, or in the Execution of the Orders afore- 
faid, being made by and with the Aſſent of the 
ſaid Juſtices of Peace, or any two of them be- 
B 2 fore 
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, Whetber mall refuſe or neglect to pay or deliver over 


ffing "the Ac- 


gounts don't in ply 


wy 


fore mentioned, or who ſhall refuſe to give or 
furniſh immediate Proviſion or Relief to the im- 
Ben Poor, or Work to ſuch Poor who are a- 
ſe and willing to work, ſhall forfeit for every 
ſuch Default or Abſence, Negligence, or Refu- 
ſal, Twenty Shillings, to be levied' by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of his or their Goods (returning the O- 
verplus) by Warrant under the Hand and Seal 
of any one Juſtice of the Peace of the County, 
teſiding in or near the ſaid Pariſn or Place. 
2. Provided always, that before any ſuch Ju- 
ſtice grants ſuch Warrant with Regard to the Ne- 
glect of furniſhing Work, he ſhall, on the Ap- 
lication of any ſ ach poor Perſon for Relief, firſt 
Riimirion and hear what ſuch Officer has to ſay in 
his Defence; and if ſuch Officer, on his attend- 
ing ſuch Summons, ſhew good Cauſe againſt _ 
fuch Complaint, or if he ſhall offer to wor 
even at an Under-rate, by letting out ſuch Perſon' 
able to work toany Farmer of fuch Pariſh by the 
Day, Month, or Year, or by furniſhing of Flax, 
Hemp, or other Materials to ſuch poor Perſon, 
and paying him or her for his or her Work at 


the Week's End according to the uſual Price of 


the Country, that then ſuch Officer ſhall be ex- 
cuſed at the Diſcretion of the faid Tuſtice ſo ap- 
plied to, otherwiſe ſuch Officer ſhall be obliged 
to ſupply the Occaſions of the Poor according to 
the Nature of his, her, or their Caſe, in ſuch 
Manner as the faid Juſtice of the Peace ſhall think 


At, under. the Penalty aforeſaid: And alſo, that 


any two ſuch Juſtices of the Peace ſhall commit 
to the common Goal of the County every one of 


the Church-Wardens and Overſeers who-ſhall re- 


fuſe to account, or who, after ſuch : accounting, 
ſuch Money or Stock as ſhall appear, upon ſuch 
Account, to be in his Hands, in the Manner 

herein 


AN 

herein before directed; or who, in his Account, 
ſhall offer any Item of Expence or Diſburſementt 
that appears extravagant or unreaſonable, there 
to remain without Bail or Mainprize, until he 
have made a true Account, and ſatisfied and paid g 
what, upon the ſaid Account, ſhall be remaining , 
in his Hinds, in Manner aforeſaid, or until he a 
ſhall ſer ſuch extravagant Item right, according 
to the Opinion of the ſaid two Juſtices, as the 
Caſe ſhall happen to be. | 
3. And whereas by an Act made in the 13 capa bow ts 
and 14 Years of the Reign of his late Majeſty 275 "ey 
King Charles the Second, Conſtables are to raiſe “ Þ 
Money within every Pariſh, in ſuch Manner as 
by an Act made in the 43* Year of the Reign of 
Her Majeſty Queen E!:zabeth : And herein is be- 
fore provided 1n relation to Church-Wardens and 


Overſeers of the Poor, but no Proviſion is there- 
in made for ſuch Conſtables paſſing his or their 

Accounts at the Year's End, or paying the Ba- b 
lance to the new Conſtable or Conſtables. f 
Be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 1 


in caſe any Conſtable or Conſtables ſhall refuſe 0 
either to account before two Juſtices, or to pay | 
the Balance to the ſucceeding Conſtable or Con- 
ſtables, that in ſuch caſe it ſhall and may be law. 
ful for two ſuch Juſtices, by Warrant under their 
Hands and Seals, to commit ſuch Conſtable or 
Conſtables to the common Goal of the County, 
there to remain without Bail or Mainprize until 
he ſhall have paſſed his Accounts, and paid the 
Balance, as aforeſaid. 580 
4. And be it further Enacked by the Authori- H teh 
ty aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful as a 
well for the preſent as all future Church - Wardens 0% 
and Overſeers of the Poor of every Pariſh, Town, 1 
or Place for the Time being, or any of them, by 1 
Warrant from any two ſuch Juſtices of tlie Peace, g 
| 3 | 
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as is aſoreſaid, to levy as well the ſaid Sums of 
Money, and Arrearages thereof, of every one 
that ſhall refuſe to pay what he, ſhe, or they ſhall 
be aſſeſſed, by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's 
Goods, all ſuch Sums of Money which ſhall be 
behind and unpaid of ſuch Aſſeſſments in that or 
the immediate preceding Year, rendring to the 
Parties the Overplus ; and if no ſuch Diſtreſs can 
be found, it ſhall be lawful for any ſuch Juſtices 
of the Peace, or one of them, to commit him, 
her, or them, who ſhall refuſe to make ſuch Pay- 
ment, as aforeſaid, to the Common Goal of the 
County, there to remain without Bail or Main- 
prize, until Payment of the ſaid Sum or Sums ſo 
aſſeſſed upon him, her, or them, and the Ar- 
rearages thereof. 

5. And be it further Enacled by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for 
the ſaid Church-Wardens and Overſeers, or the 
greater Part of them, by the Aſſent of any two 
Juſtices of the Peace aforeſaid, by Indenture un- 
der their Hands and Scals, to bind any ſuch Chil- 
dren, as aforeſaid, to be Apprentices with ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons, and in fuch Place as they ſhall 
ſee convenient, for ſeven Years at Jeaſt, or till 
ſuch Man-child ſhall come to the Age of One 
and twenty Years, and ſuch Woman-ch1ld to the 
Age of One and twenty Years, or the Time of 
her Marriage, which ſhall farſt happen; which 
Indenture ſhall be as effectual to all Purpoſes as 
if ſuch Children were of full Age, andby Inden- 
ture of Covenant bound him or herſelf. 

Provided lways, that ſuch Indenture of Ap- 
prenticethip be executed by the Church-Wardens 
and Overſcers of ſuch Pariſh or Place, or any 
two or more of them, and atteſted by two credi- 
ble Witneſſes, and Oath thereof made by ſuch 
Witneſſes before two ſuch Juſtices, before 8 

| al 
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ſaid Juſtices all allow or approve the ſame by 
under writing their Hands; and that then the | 
Proof of the ſaid Juſtices Hands to ſuch Inden- i 
ture ſhall be ſufficient to prove ſuch Binding with- a 
out any other Evidence; and that to all Inden- 
tures of Apprenticeſhip executed before this Act , 
the Proof of the two Juſtices Hands thereto ſhall 1 
be ſufficient Evidence thereof. | 
6. And be it further Enacted by the Authority He far and in 
aforeſaid , That the Father and Grandfather , Nasse 
Mother and Grandmother, Children and Grand- %% peer, 
children, Brothers and Siſters, Uncles and Aunts, 
Nephews and Nieces, of every poor impotent 
Perſon, or other poor Perſon not able to work, 
being of a ſufficient Ability, ſhall, at their own 1 
Charges, relieve and maintain every ſuch poor 
Per ſon in ſuch Manner, and according to ſuch 
Rate as by two Juſtices of the Peace of the Coun- 
ty where ſuch ſufficient Perſons dwell ſhall be aſ- 
ſeſſed, upon pain that every. one of them ſhall 
forfeit twenty Shillings for every Month which 
they ſhall fail therein, to be levied by Warrant 
from two Juſtices of the Peace, on Complaint of ß 
the Officers of the Pariſh, in manner as aforeſaid. \ 
7. And in caſe any Number of Pariſhes in one 7, what mne | 
County, not leſs than three, nor more than ten, Purifier no 
' ſhall think fit to join and contribute in erecting or „ 
hiring an Alms-houſe or Infirmary with a Quan- , Infrmes 
tity of Land not exceeding ten Acres (in the 22. 
Name of Truſtees to be choſen for that Purpoſe) 
at their joint Expence, by a Rate or Rates to be 
raiſed equally among them, that in ſuch caſe it 
ſhall and may be in the power of the Court of 
Quarter-Seſſions, on ſuch their joint Applicati- 
on, to erect an Alms-houſe or Infirmary, and 
appoint Truſtees in whoſe Names 10 hire, pur- 
chaſe, of rent Land, and alſo to appoint Officers 


for the Care and Government chereof in manner 
| hereafter 
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hereafter mentioned, in relation to County Work- 
houſes and Alms- houſes; and that the ſaid Court 
of Quarter. Seſſions may alſo appoint two Juſtices 
of the Peace to viſit and inſpect the Management 
of the Poor of every Pariſh within their County, 
to be attended by the Church-Wardens and Over- 
iſeers of the Poor of ſuch Pariſh, to be informed 
of their Method of proceeding or dealing with 
the Poor of ſuch Pariſh, and, if the ſaid two 
Juſtices ſee Occaſion, to reform or amend the 
ſame by any new Regulation or Scheme, that the 
Aaid two Juſtices make a Repreſentation. thereof 
tothe next Quarter-Seſſions/for their Approba- 
tion, who may, by an Order, direct ſuch Scheme 
to be put in Execution, ſo far as it; ſhall be con- 
[ſtent with the Laws of this Realm; and in caſe 
any Church Warden or Overſeer of the Poor of 
any Pariſh ſhall refuſe; or neglect to obey any 
ſuch Order, that he ſhall incur and be ſubject to 
the ſame Penalty, to be levied in the ſame Man- 
ner as before provided in caſe. of his Neglect to 
provide for the Poor. 

The ; ,t And whereas great Difficulties and Doubts have 
Sections are in. aroſe upon the Conſtruction of the ſeveral Sta- 
Ae i mate--tutes now in being, in relation to the Settle- 

% ara dn ment and Removal of poor: Perſons,. to the great 
Gep.ize Diſcouragement and : Hardſhip both of Pariſhes 

and the Poor, We it therefore further. Enacted by 

the Authority aforeſaid, that no poor Perſon be 
. deprived of getting an honeſt Livelihood any 
- where, or removed from any Pariſh till he, ſhe, 
or they, actually become chargeable to ſuch Pa- 
. riſh, either by aſking Relief of the Pariſh-Offi- 
-.cers, or begging Alms of the Pariſhioners, or 
others; and that then, upon Complaint made by 
the Church-Wardens, or Overſeers of the Poor, 
or one of them, of ſuch: Pariſh or Place where 
- ſuch poor Perſon then reſides, to do Juſtices -ol 


4 
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-he-Peace. of ſuch County, - reſiding near the {aid 2. e rhis * 
Pariſh, it ſhall and may be Jawful to and for two J. B, ge, 
ſuch, Juſtices, by Warrant under their Hands, , England 
to remove and convey ſuch poor Perſon and Per- ©7777 a 
ſons to ſuch-Pariſh, Town, or Place, having , of ſeeks 
Officers where he, ſhe, or they, were laſt legally Nate 
ſettled as a native Houſekeeper or Sojourner for P may om 
the Space of two Years, without Interruption or NY + i 
Abſence for more than a Week at any one Time, 4 of a Bad 
or a Month in the whole (except in the Caſe of , room? + 
Perſons being Owners of any Real Eſtate for Lite Trade: | 
at leaſt of the yearly Value of Five Pounds, or .,,. | 
is differs but | 
Farmers or Tenants of ſome one Tenement or wer, ele from 
| 7 the Law as it 
Farm, for a Year at leaſt, of the yearly Value 4 fer 4065 
of Ten Pounds) in which Caſe forty Days Con- »:r:5+)/8anding 


tinuance in a Pariſh ſhall be deemed ſufficient to 77% 4 5: 
gain a Settlement; and alſo except in the Caſe #lieve Mig 
of an Apprentice bound by Indenture, or a ſingle cr Fes ae 
Perſon being an hired Servant, and continuing in Time of mating | 


Auch Service for a whole Year, or of a Perſon nd a 
being legally choſe into and duely executing an mers will deper 


annual Office, or being rated and paying to the ane rn. 
Pariſh Rates, in which ſaid four ſevera] laſt men- ? © xcepriens. } 
tioned Cafes one Years Continuance in a Pariſh r 
ſhall be dee med ſufficient to gain a Settlement. 4% t — 
8 8 always, that nothing herein contain- far J 
ed ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to another, 
prevent or hinder any derivative Settlement that 

a Wife may claim in right of her Huſband, or a 

Child from its Parent; any Thing herein before 
contained to the contrary thereof in any wiſe not- 
wirhſtanding. 

9. Provided further, that in Caſe ſuch Place 

of the laſt legal Settlement of ſuch poor Perſon 

ſhall happen to be within forty ſtatute Miles Di- 
ſtance from ſuch Place of Complaint or Removal, 
then ſuch poor Perſon ſhall be removed by War- 

rant or Order, as * but if at a greater 


Diſtance, J 
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( 10 ) | 
Diſtance, then by Paſs under the Hand and Seal 
of one Juſtice, to be directed to, and executed 
according to, and in fuch Manner, as is provided 

by the Act of Parliament made in the Twelfth 
Year of the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen 
Anne, concerning Vagrants, ſaving what is con- 
tained in the ſaid Act relating to the poor Perſons 

> Puniſhment. 

is is i, 10. And be it further Enaſted by the Autho- . 

2 rity aforeſaid, That upon any poor Perſons be- 


on, end part'y, aforeſaid, if he or ſhe ſhall refuſe to be examined 


'o clear the Law . . 
this Head, upon his or her Oath before ſuch Juſtice or Ju- 


which was ſtices of the Peace, touching the Place of his or 
* her legal Settlement, or, being ſo examined, 
ſhall knowingly give any falſe Account, ſuch 
, Perſon or Perſons being detected of ſuch Falſity 
before any Juſtice of the Peace, in a ſummar 
Way, by the Oath of Witneſſes, or the Con- 
feſſion of the Party, ſhall be ſent to the Houſe of 
Correction of fuch County where detected, and 
there puniſhed, and ſet to hard Labour for the 
Space of one whole Year at leaſt. 

Provided always, That if any Conſtable ſhall 
be guilty of any Neglect in the Execution of this 
Act, that he ſhall forfeit the Sum of Forty Shil- 
lings for every ſuch Offence, to be levied b 
Warrant from one Juſtice of the Peace, by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of his Goods, in manner as aforeſaid. 

11. Provided further, that in caſe of any Que- 
ſtion ariſing and depending between any Pariſhes 
or Places, in relation to the Place of any poor 

Perſons laſt legal Settlement, it ſhall and may 
be lawful to and for the Inhabitants of either of 
the contending Pariſhes or Places to be examined 
and give Evidence, notwithſtanding his paying 
"Scot or Lot, and being rated to, or paying to 

the Rates of any ſuch Pariſh or Place. 
| 25 | 12. And 


Bn on Examina- J ſo carried before ſuch Juſtice or 7 
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12, Andbe it further Enacted by the Authori- 
iy aforeſaid, That in caſe the Officers of ſuch 
ariſh or Place, to whom ſuch poor Perſon or 

Perſons ſhall be ſo removed and ſent, refuſe to 
receive and provide for them, that any ſuch Ju- 
ſtice of Peace of that Diviſion or County ſhail, 
on Complaint thereof made, levy the Sum of Five 
Pounds, by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods of 
the Officer or Officers ſo refuſing, by Warrant 
under the Hand and Seal of one Juſtice of the 

+ ſaid County, returning the Overplus (if any) to 
ſuch Officer or Officers. 

13. And Whereas ſome Perſons remove from 1 
one Pafiſh and County to others, with an honeſt in seg, 1n- 
View and Deſign of aſſiſting the Pariſhes and 2% fer 
Counties where they go in making and inning _ 
their Hay or Corn Harveſt, who, for that Rea- 
ſon, are rather Objects of Pity than Puniſhment 
if they fall under any Misfortune, and, as ſuch, 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed from lazy idle Poor, 
who are only burthenſome and chargeable. J 

Be it therefore Enacted by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That the Church-Wardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor of every Pariſh within the King- 
dom of England, and Town of Berwick upon 

Tweed, ſhall be provided and furniſhed with a 
ſufficient Number of Permits or Certificates to 
be ſigned by the Church. Wardens and Overſeers 
of the Poor of every Pariſh reſpectively to which 
ſuch poor. Perſon or Perſons belong, or any two 
of them, to be atteſted by two Witneſſes, one 
of which ſhall make Oath of ſuch their Atteſta- 
tion before a Juſtice of Peace of the County, 
who is thereupon to allow and approve ſach Per- 
mit or Certificate by underſigning the ſame; 

which Certificate or Permit ſhall be delivered to 
ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons, and when produced 
by ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons to the — 


net 

n 

any Pariſh or Place where they ſhall paſs, ſhall 
be, of itſelf, ſufficient Evidence in Law to prove 
their Settlement, and ſhall be binding and con- 
cluſive againſt ſuch Pariſh or Place fo giving the 
ſame (with reſpect to ſuch poor Perſons. Settle- 
ment) to all other Pariſhes and Places where ſuch 
poor Perſon or Perſons fhall travel or go; and 
that when ſuch Perſon is prepared and furniſhed 
with ſuch Permit or Certificate, it ſhall and may 
be Jawſul for him to go and work where he pleaſ- 
es, and that no other Pariſh, or the Church- 
Wardens or Overſeers thereaf, preſume to re- 


move any ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons till he, 


ſhe, or they actually become chargeable to ſuch 


-» Pariſh in manner aforeſaid. 


14. And that then ſuch poor Perſons, if they 
happen to become chargeable by Sickneſs, or o- 
ther inevitable Accident, be (at the Election of 
the Pariſh where ſuch Accident happens) either 
provided for by them, or ſent to the Alms- houſe 
or. Infirmary of ſuch County or Diviſion, there to 
be. provided with all Things neceſſary for their 
Recovery and Relief, and without Correction, 
till he, ſhe, or they are reſtored to Health; and 
that when he, ſhe, or they are reſtored, they be 
either immediately ſet at Liberty with their Per- 
mit or Certificate to paſs as before, or ſent -Home 
by a Paſs, or an Order, according to the Nature 
4 — Caſe, by two or one Juſtice of the Peace 
of ſuch County, in the manner herein before 
mentioned. ro * 

And be it further Enacted by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That in caſe the Church-Wardens or 

Overſeers of the Poor of any Pariſh or Place, or 
any of them, ſhall, without ſufficient Cauſe to 
be allowed by one Juſtice of the Peace of ſuch 


County, refuſe. to ſign or give to any ſuch poor 


Ferſon or Perſons, ſo intending to remove for 
Bas. Work, 
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Work, any ſuch Permit or Certificate, as afore- 
ſaid; or. in caſe the Officers of any other Pariſh 
where they fhalt pats ſhall diſturb, or offer to 
remove any ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons ( hav- 
ing ſuch Permit or Certificate, and ptoducing 
the fame) before he, ſhe, or they become actu- 
ally chargeable, as aforeſaid, that then, and in 
every. ſuch Caſe, ſuch Officer ſo offending, as 
aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit the Sum of "Twenty Shil- 
lings, to be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of his 
Goods, by Warrant under the Hand and Scal of 
one Juſtice of the faid County, as aforcfaid. 
Provided nevertheleſs, that ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons (if required by the Church-Wardens or 
Overſeers of the Poor of any Pariſh, Town, or 
Place where he goes) ſhall make Oath of ſuch 
Certificate or Permit being ſigned by ſuch Offi- 
cers, Witneſſes, and Juſtices, whoſe Hands are 
_ reſpectively thereto ſet, and where ſuch Officers, 
Witneſſes, and Juſtices reſpectively dwell: And 
if he, ſhe, or they ſhall refuſe to be examined, 
or, upon ſuch their Examination, ſhall knowing- 
ly give a falſe Account in relation to the ſaid 
Officers, Witneſſes, or Juſtices ſigning the ſaid 
Certificate or Permit, or their reſpective Place or 
Places of Habitation, ſuch Perſon or Perſons be- 
ing detected of ſuch Refuſal or Falſity before any 
Juſtice of the Peace in a ſummary Way, ſhall be 
ſent to the Houſe of Correction of ſuch County 
where detected, and there puniſhed and ſet to 
hard Labour for the ſpace of one Year at leaſt; | 
Provided further, that no ſuch Certificate or 
Permit ſhall be offered in Evidence upon any 
Appeal, or in any;Court, without Proof of the 
ſaid Juſtice of Peace, his Hand being ſet there- 
to; but that the Proof of the faid Juſtice's Hand 
ſo ſet thereto ſhall make ic ſufficient Eyidence. | 
e by een ene 
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is is intended 1g. And for the better and more effectual pron 
—_ Navy viding for the Puniſhment of the idle and lazy 
ms, whether Poor, whether Natives or Vagabonds, and oblig- 
ing them to labour, | 
All «ber vu. Be it further Enaſted by the Authority afore- 
ar faid, That all Perſons returning to a Pariſh after 
en Anne, Removal by Order or Paſs of two or one Juſtice 
as aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed Vagabonds; and 
that they, and all other Vagrants, and all idle, 
diſorderly Perſons in any Pariſh, whether Na- 
tives or Vagrants, who refuſe to work, having 
no other Subſtance or Eſtate beſides their Labour, 
ſhall, at the Direction of two Juſtices of the 
Peace of the ſaid County, be ſent to the Houſe 
of Correction of ſuch County, Liberty, or Hun- 
dred, for a Space of Time not leſs than three 
Months, nor more than twelve, there to be pu- 
niſhed and ſet to work by the Maſter of the ſaid 
Houſe at his Diſcretion, ſubject nevertheleſs to 
the Inſpection, Viſitation, and Controul of three 
Juſtices, or any two of them, ſo to be appointed 
by the Court of Qunarter-Sefſions, as hereafter 
mentioned; and that after having undergone ſuch 
Correction as is hereby provided, they be re- 
moved and ſent by two or one Juſtices or Juſtice 
of the Peace of ſuch County to the Place of their 
laſt legal Settlement, in ſuch manner as is herein 
before directed in relation to the Removal of 
or Perſons in general: And in caſe the Place 
of their laſt legal Settlement cannot be diſcover- 
ed, then to the Place of their Birth, if within the 
Kingdom of England or Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, and if Natives of Ireland, in ſuch manner 
as is provided by the ſaid Act made in the twelfth 
Tear of the Reign of Her late Majeſty Queen 
Anne, in relation to their Removal: And if ſuch 
[ Perſon or Perſons have or hath not gained an 
{ Settlement either in the Kingdom of . 5 
| | 5 own 
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Town of Berwick upon Tweed, or Ireland, then 
he, ſhe, or they ſhall be removed to ſome of 
his Majeſty's Plantations for the Space of ſeven 
Years or leſs, by Order of the ſaid Court of 
Quarter-Seſſions: And if any Perſon ſhall be 
convicted of Petit-Larceny, and committed to 
ſuch Houſe of Correction, that he be kept there 
for the Space of one Year at leaſt, under the Diſ- 
cipline and Proviſion of the faid Houſe, or be 
tranſported by like Order of the ſaid Court of 
Quarter-Sefſions to ſome of His Majeſty's Plan- 
rations for ſeven Years, or any leſs Number of 
Years, at the Diſcretion of the ſaid Court of 
Quarter-Seſſions. | 

16. Provided that no ſuch Perſon ſhall be ac- 
tually tranſported, until ſuch Order of * 
Seſſions be firſt approved of and allowed by the 
Judges of Aſſize for ſuch County, or one of them, 
or by ſome one or more Judges of His Majeſty's 
Courts of Law at Weſtminſter, whoſe Approba- 
tion is to be ſignified by their under-writing the 
faid Order, 


17. Provided further, that nothing herein 23, Ent of «2; 
contained ſhall extend. or be conſtrued to extend, # ' pPtwenr ſuck 
to Soldiers, Mariners, or Sea-faring Men, li- a dh 


cenſed by ſome Teſtimonial or Writing under 
the Hand and Seal of ſome one Juſtice of the 
Peace in the County where they are diſcharged, 
ſetting down the Place to which they are to paſs, 
and limiting the Time for ſuch Paſſage, and 
while they continue in their direct Way thither ; 
and ſuch Juſtice, before he grants ſuch Licence, 
ſhall be ſatisfied that the ſaid Soldier, Mariner, or 
Sea-faring Man is furniſhed with ſufficient Money 
to pay his Charges of his Journey, either of his 
own, or the Perſons diſcharging him, before he 
ſhall grant ſuch Licence: And in caſe the Perſon 
diſcharged has no Money of his own, then = 
| S% | : 
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faid Juſtice, or any other Juſtice of the Peace of 
any other County, is hereby enabled to levy ſo 
much of the Perſon diſcharging him, by Diſtreſs 
— 1275 Sale of his Goods, by Warrant under his 
Hand and Seal, as aforeſaid, as the ſaid Juſtice 
all think reaſonable, for the Charges of his 
Journey, otherwiſe ſuch Juſtice ſhall not grant 
ſuch Licence. | | LA 

And for the better diſcovering and apprehend- 
ing any ſuch. idle Perſon, Be it alſo Enacted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That in caſe any Con- 
ſtable, Church-Warden, or Overſeer of the Poor 

of any Pariſh, Town, or Place, as aforeſaid, 
ſhall neglect or refuſe to apprehend any ſuch idle 
Perſon, as aforeſaid, within their reſpective Pa- 
riſhes and Limits, that then every ſuch Officer 
ſhall forfeit the Sum of Twenty Shillings, to be 
levied by. Warrant from ſuch Juſtice, by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of the Goods of ſuch Officer, returning 

to him the-Overplus in manner as aforeſaid. 

u ier! 18. And whereas many idle Perſons go awa 

% Perſors and ablent themſelves from their Families, ob. 


ning away 


from their Fami- leave them to ſome Pariſh, Place, or Town, 


to be maintained and provided for, 
Be kit Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Charch- Wardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor of every ſuch Pariſh, Place, or Town, or 
any of them, may .in ſuch .Caſe, on Complaint 
made thereof to a Juſtice of Peace of ſuch Coun- 
ty, by. a Warrant .under his Hand and Seal 
Halt ſeiſe the Goods, and perſonal Eſtate, and 
alſo the real Eſtate of ſuch Perſon ſo abſenting 
himſelf, as aforeſaid, and after fo doing, apply 
to the next Court of General Quarter-Seſſions for 
the ſaid County, for their Directions therein; 
which ſaid Court may direct all or any Part of 
1 ſaid Delinquents real and perſonal Eſtate to 
be ſold and. diſpoſed of tor the Benefit of his or 
= 1 * 
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mily, as they ſhall think fit; a Copy of which 
Order ſigned by the Chairman of ſuch Seſſions, 
and Clerk of the Peace of ſuch County, ſhall be 
a good Title to the Purchaſer of any ſuch real 
or perſonal Eſtate. 

19. And in caſe any ſuch idle Perſon be a Sea- 
man, or a Penſioner to the Cheſt of Chatham, or 
to Greenwich, Chelſea, or any other Hoſpital, or 
entitled to any Pay or Penſion, that the ſaid 
Court of Quarter-Seſſions may alſo, on ſuch Ap- 
plication, direct the whole, or ſuch Part of any 
ſuch Penſion or Pay to be ſequeſtred from the 
ſaid Delinquent, and paid to the ſaid Pariſh- 
Officers for fuch Time as the ſaid Quarter-Seſſi- 
ons ſhall think fit, for the Uſe of the Family of 
ſuch Delinquent. 

And alſo, in caſe of any reputative Father or 
lewd Mother's abſenting from and leaving their 
Baſtard- Child or Children a Charge to the Pariſh 
where they were born, that the Officers of ſuch 
Pariſh may, on like Complaint to a Juſtice of 
Peace of the ſaid County, and Application to 
the next Court of Quarter-Seſſions for the ſaid 
County, in like Manner ſeiſe and diſpoſe of the 
real and perſonal Eſtate, Pay, or Penſion, of ſuch 
reputative Father and lewd Mother, as they in 
their Diſcretion ſhall think fir. | 

20. Provided always, that if any Pariſh or 
Place, Perſon or Perſons, ſhall find or think 
him, her, or themſelves aggrieved by any Tax, 
Removal, or other Thing done by virtue of this 
Act, that then it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
for ſuch Pariſh, Place, Perſon or Perſons, to 
appeal at the next General or Quarter-Seſſions to 
be held for ſuch County, where it ſhall and may 
be lawful to and for the Juſtices of ſuch Seſſions, 
or the greater Part of them, to make ſuch Or- 
der therein as to them ſhall be thought conveni- 
| D ent, 
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ent, and the ſame to be final, and conclude and 
bind all Parties, | 
And that every Pariſh or Party appealing ſhall 
give at leaſt a Week's Notice of fuch Appeal to 
the Party or Pariſh againſt whom ſuch Appeal 
is preſented ; and in default of ſuch Notice, the 
Court of Quarter-Sefſions ſhall adjourn the Ap- 
peal to the next Quarter Seſſions, whole Determi- 
nation ſhall in all ſuch Caſes be final. 

Arthe Law 21. And in caſe of Removal of any poor Per- 
d at priſent, fon by any Order or Orders under the Authority 
. of this Act, if any Appeal be made to the Court 
when they bave Of Quarter-Seſſions of any County, or any Certi- 
* N. orari iſſue from the Court of King's Bench to re- 
che Pariſþ:s move any ſuch Order or Orders, either from the 
— 5 Court of Quarter-Scſſions, or the two Juſtices 
ſo on, which cls who made the firſt Order, that in ſuch Caſe the 
4 a Court of Quarter. Seſſiions and the Court of King's 
come to, and is Bench ſhall judge on the Merits only of ſuch Or- 
* 28 4/4 der or Orders; and the Caſe ſhall be always ſpe- 
| cially ſtated, if required by either Party or Pa- 
Tiſh, in caſe of a Certiorari, on the Return to the 
ſaid Certtorari; and that in all Caſes, both the 
Court of Quarter-Seſſions, and of King's Bench, 
ſhall be obliged to amend Matters of Form, and 
give or not give Coſts to either Pariſh contend- 
ing, or Charges of Maintenance of the poor Per- 
Jon or Perſons to the Parties or Parith appealing, 
as they in their Diſcretion ſhall think fir. 
. 22. And be it further Enacted by che Autho- 
2 rity aforeſaid, That all Penaltics and Forfeitures 
[of 4:ſpsing f before mentioned in this Act to be ſorſcited by 
He, any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall go and be employ- 
ed to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſame Pariſh, 
_ Town, or Place, to which they properly belong, 
and towards a Stock and Habitation ſor them, 
and other necſſary Uſes, and Relief, as before in 


| 

| 

| \ this Act axe mentioned and cxpreſied, and ſhall be 
f n > _—_ * 1 . ” levied 


| Sed 
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levied by the ſaid Church-Wardens and Over- 
ſeers, or one of them, by Warrant from any two 
or one of ſuch Juſtices of the Peace, by Diſtreſs" 
and Sale thereof, as aforeſaid ; or if no Diſtreſs 
can be found, it ſhall be lawful for any ſuch Ju- 
ſtices or Juſtice of the Peace to commit the Of- 
fender to the County Goal, there to remain with- 
out Bail or Mainprize till the ſaid Forteitures 
ſhall be ſatisfied and paid : And all Colts in Law 
in caſe of Appeal, and Charges of Maintenance, 
ſhall go and be diſpoſed of as is herein before 
provided in relation thereto. | | 

23. And for the more eaſy and convenient put- 


This 1s intended 


ting this Law in Execution, Be it Enacted by © facittate the 


the Authority aforeſaid, That the Court DEE nn 
| atv with Re- 
Quarter-Seſſions ſhall, at every Quarter-Seſſions gar4 » FYagrans 


a - - Inte idle Poor, b 
from Time to Time, in every County appoint nee , 


three Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid County, Aead., i 
who, or any two of them, ſhall contrive and take 2οσσ˙ 


Order to provide all fick caſual Poor wich all 
Things neceſſary for their Maintenance, and 
Cure, and all idle lazy Poor with all Things ne- 
ceſſary for their Correction, Work, and Mainte- 
nance, by hiring, erecting, or building one or 
more Houſe or Houſes of Correction, Work- 
houſes, Alms-houſes, or Infirmaries, in fit and 
proper Places in ſuch County, with a conveni— 
ent Quantity of Land thereto, not exceeding 
twenty Acres, to be purchaſed in the Name or 
Names of any Truſtees, as the ſaid Court of 
Quarter-Seſſions ſhall direct; and ſuch Juſtices 
ſo appointed, as aforefaid, are hereby impower- 
ed and required to receive Propoſals, and treat 
with Work men, and to make a Report of their 
Proceedings to the next Quarter-Sefſions to be 
held for the ſaid County; where the Juſtices of 
Peace aſſembled, or the Majority of them, are 
firſt to conſider the ſaid Report and Propoſals, 
| D 2 and 


Workbouſes, &c. 
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| and if they approve them, or any of them, -they 
ſhall order and direct ſuch as ſhall be ſo approy- 
ed to be carried into Exccution and performed: 
And for the raiſing Money for that Purpoſe, the 
ſaid Court of Quarter-Scffions are hereby enabled 
to make an Order for raiſing any Sum they ſhall 
n #6 be beped think proper for that Purpoſe, in ſuch Manner, 
ſome Gentlemen f Or as Near as may be, as the County. Money, or 
ſome meaſure, eaſe the Money for the Repair of Bridges in ſuch 
obs Duty by County is raiſed, by a Rate of One Shilling in 
{generous Contri- b 
tion or $5. the Pound, and no more in any one Year, on 
enen. the Owner of any real Eſtate conſiſting of Lands, 
| Tenements, Hereditaments, Tythes, Mines, or 
ſaleable Underwood, and by a proportionable 
Tax of perſonal Eſtate on the Inhabitants of ſuch 
County, Hundred, or Diviſion, who are to have 
the Benefit thereof: And in Caſe any ſuch Inha- 
bitant ſhall refuſe to pay ſuch Sum, or their Pro- 
portion thereof, the ſame ſhall be levied by Di- 
ſtreſs and Sale of his or her Goods, by a War- 
rant under the Hand and Seal of one Juſtice, in 
manner as aforeſaid, returning to him or her the 
Overplus. 
Provided always, that 'in caſe ſuch Rate or 
Taxation ſo to be laid on the real Eſtate or Per- 
ſon of the Inhabitants of ſuch County, Hundred, 
or Diviſion, be not ſufficient to anſwer the Pur- 
E of building or purchaſing an Houſe and 
and with proper Conveniencics for the Uſe of 
the ſaid Poor, as aforeſaid, that then the ſaid 
Court of Quarter-Sefſions where ſuch Inſufficiency 
ſhall happen, ſhall, at their Election, continue 
the ſaid Duties for ſo many Years following as 
ſhall be needful from Year to Year, till ſuch 
Houſe, with proper Conveniences be compleated 
and perfected; or borrow a Sum not exceeding 
| | at Intereſt for that Purpoſe : 
And for the Security of the Perſon ** 
- irce 


621) 
direct an Order of the ſaid Court to be made in 
the Words following ( that is to ſay) 


The Court of Quarter Seſſions this Day held for 
the County of 


at 
within the {aid County, doth hereby order the Sum of 
to be borrowed of | 
at per Cent, per 
Annum TDnereft, for the Purpoſo of building fuch 
Honſe within the ſaid County; and that 
advancing and lending the ſaid 
Money, do pay the ſame into the Hands of 
a Truſtee or Treaſurer nominated 
by the ſaid Court for that Purpoſe, ſubje to the 
further Directions of the ſaid Court. 


And that thereupon a Copy of the ſaid Order 
ſigned by the Chairman of Scflions, and the Clerk 
of the Peace of ſuch County, in ohen Court of 
Quarter-Seſſions ( fitting the ſaid Court) ſhall be 
a good and ſufficient Security to the Party ad- 
vancing and lending the ſaid Money, till the 
Principal, together with the Intereſt agreed up- 
on, be repaid by a Levy or Taxation, to be 
made as atoreſaid. 

25. And be it further Enacted by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That when, and as ſoon as ſuch 
Houſe ſhall be finiſhed, and with proper Conve- 
niencies, and a ſufficient Quantity of Land there- 
to annexed, compleated, and perfected, that the 
{aid three or two Juſtices ſhall model and me- 
thodize the ſame, by appointing a Maſter or Go- 
vernor, with a ſufficient Number of Officers, 
Nurſes, and Servants under him, with ſuitable Sa- 
laries and Wages, and by laying in a ſufficient 
Stock of Proviſions of Flax, Hemp, Wool, and 
other Things neceſſary for providing for the ſaid 
Poor in manner aforeſaid, to be under the Di- 
rection and Management of the ſaid Maſter 


and 


ns 


and Governor, ſubject to the Inſpection and Con- 
troul of ſuch three or two Juſtices ; which ſaid 
Maſter and Governor ſhall alſo quarterly account 
before ſuch three or two Juſtices: And in caſe 
of Miſbehaviour of any ſuch Under-officers; Nur- 
ſes, or Servants, or any of them, that the ſaid 
three or two Juſtices, on Complaint thereof 
made by the ſaid Maſter or Governor, may ei- 
ther diſplace or remove, or, at their Diſcretion, 
commit to the ſaid Houſe of Correction any ſuch 
Offender for the Space of ſix Months, or under 
and in caſe of the Miſbehaviour of any ſuch Ma- 
7 ſter or Governor, or in caſe he refuſes to ac- 
Sſevere & Ma count before ſuch three or two Jultices, or after 
ps and Officers. accounting to pay the Balance in his Hands, as 
| hereafter directed, that then it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the Court of Quarter-Seſſions, 
on the Repreſentation and Report of ſuch three 
or two Juſtices, in caſe of Miſbehaviour to diſ- 
place or remove, and in caſe.of refuſing to ac- 
count, or after having accounted to pay the Ba- 
lance in his Hands to the ſucceeding Maſter or 
Governor to be appointed by the ſaid Court, to 
commit the ſaid offending Maſter or Governor to 
the ſaid Houſe for Correction, there to be treat- 
ed and uſed as an idle lazy Perſon, till he thinks 
fit to comply and ſubmit; which ſaid Court of 
Quarter-Sefſions are hereby enabled either to con- 
tinue or remove ſuch Maſter or Governor from 
Time to Time at their Diſcretion. And for the 
raiſing Money for the providing for ſuch Houſe 
of Correction, Workhouſe, Alms-houſe, or In- 
firmary, as aforeſaid, It is hereby further Enac⸗ 
ted, That the ſaid Court of Quarter-Seſſions be 
enabled, by a Rate on Eſtates within the faid 
County, Hundred, or Diviſion, not exceeding 
Sixpence in the Pound in any one Year, to raiſe 
in the ſame Manner, or as near thereto as 1 0 4 
* 0 | ky 
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be, as the County- money, or Money for the Re- 
pair of County Bridges is raiſed, any Sum they 
ſhall think neceſſary; and in caſe any Perſon ſhall 
refuſe to pay his Proportion to ſuch Rate, it ſhall Z GY 
be lewd, by Diſtreſs and Sale of his or her 
Goods, by a Warrant under the Hand and Seal 
of one Juſtice of the Peace of the ſaid County, | 
in manner aforeſaid ; which (together with the | 
Produce of the Labour and Work of the ſaid ** 
Houſe, to be diſpoſed of by the ſaid Governor, 
under the Direction of the ſaid three or two Ju- 
ſtices) ſhall be applied to anſwer the Charge of 
maintaining the ſaid Houle. 

And be it further Enacted by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be 
ſued by Action, Information, or Indictment, for 
any Matter or Thing which he ſhall do under 
the Authority of this Act, ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ſons may plead the General Iflue, and give the 
ſpecial Matter in Evidence; and if the Verdict | 
ſhall paſs for the Defendant, or the Plaintiff be f 
nonſuited, or diſcontinue his Suit, on ſuch Action 
the Defendant ſhall recover treble Damages: And Thi Clazſe is i. 
that no Information ſhall be granted by His Ma- 4. Hd Fae 
jelty's Court of King*s Bench, nor Bill of Indict- 7th of James L. 
meat found for any ſuch Matter againſt any Per- — 
ſon, unleſs the Party proſecuting do firſt enter Ai c. 
into a Recognizance in the Penalty of One hun- 
dred Pounds, with ſufficient Sureties before one 
of the Judges of the ſaid Court of Ming's Bench, 
or a Juſtice,of the Peace of ſuch County where 
ſuch Matter ariſes, with Condition to pay ſuch - 
Treble Coſts, as aforeſaid, in caſe of quaſhing, 
or a Diſcontinuance, or Verdict for the Deten- 
dant. 

And be it further Enacted y the Authority a- 
foreſaid, Ihatan Act made in the forty third 
' Year of the Reign of Queen Eligabelb (Intituled, 
An 


( 24 ) 
ll wr mot of the An Aft for the Relief of the Poor; ) a Clauſe in 


. another Act made in the third Year of the Reign 


icularly to- oſ King Charles the firſt, relating to the Church- 
= Foal, „ Wardens and Overſcers of the Poor of any Pa- 
of the 13th and Fiſh ſetting up and uſing any Trade mrain- 
pen ohne ed in the ſaid Act of the ſail Year, Intituled, 
en be An Alt for Repeal and Continuance of divers Sta- 
— tutes ;) another Act made in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth Years of the Reign of King Charles 
the ſecond (Intituled, An A for the better Re- 
lief of the Poor of this Kingdom ; ) a Clauſe in ano- 
ther Act made in the firſt Year of King James 
the ſecond, relating to the forty Days Continu- 
ance of a poor Perſon in a Pariſh after Notice 
(contained in an Act of the ſaid Year, Intituled, 
An Aft for reviving and continuance of ſeveral Act, of 
Parliament therein mentioned ;) another Act made 
in the third and fourth Years of the Reign of 
King William and Queen Mary (Intituled, An 
At for the better Explanation and ſupplying the De- 
fetts of the former Laws for the Settlement of the 
Poor; another Act made in the eighth and 
ninth Years of the Reign of King Wilkam (Inti- 
tuled, An AT for ſupplying ſome Deffefts in the 
Laws for the Relief of the Poor of this Kingdom; 
another Act made in the ninth and tenth Years 
of the Reign of King William (Intituled, An AF 
for explaining an Ad made the laſt Seſſions of Par- 
liament, intituled, An AH for ſupplying ſome De- 
fefts in the Laws for the Relief of the Poor of this 
Kingdom ;) another Act made in the fifth Year of 
the Reign of King George the firſt (Intituled, 
An Af for the more effeftual Relief of ſuch Wives 
end Children as are leſt by their Huſbands and Pa- 
rents upon the Charge of the Pariſh ;,) another Act 
made in the ninth Year of the Reign of King 
George the firſt (Intituled, An Act for amending 
the Laws relatins to the Seitlement, age 
IN | an 
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and Relief of the Poor ;,) a Clauſe in another Act 
made in the third Yearof the Reign of His preſent 
Majeſty, relating to the Atteſtation of Certifi- 
ficates of Settlements (contained in the ſaid Act 
of the ſaid Year, Intituled, An Act for continuing 
and amending an Act for regulating the Price and 
Aſſize of Bread, for Relief of Bankrupts «vboſe Cer- 
tificates were not allowed before the Expiration of a 
late Act, and for the preventing Frauds committed 
by Bantrupis, for allowing further Time for Inrol- 
ment of Deeds or Wills made by Papiits, and for 
Relief of Proteſtant Purchaſers and Leſſees, and for 
making further Proviſion concerning Certificates re- 
lating to the Settlement of poor Perſons, and the 
Charge of maintaining and removing Certificate 
Perſons; ) another Act made in the fifth Year of 
the Reign of His preſent Majeſty (Intituled, An 
Act to oblige the Fuſtices of the Peace at their Gene- 
ral or Quartier- Seſſions to determine Appeals made to 
them according to the Merits of the Caſe, notwith- 
ſtanding Defect of Form in the original Proceedings, 
and to oblige Perfons ſuing forth Writs of Certiorari 
to remove Orders made on ſuch Appeals into His 
Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, to give Security 
to proſecute the ſame with Effect; ſo far as the 
ſame, or any of them, relate to the Proviſion, 
Maintenance, Employment, Correction, Settle- 
ment, and Removal of the Poor of this King- 
dom, and all Orders, and Appeals againſt Or- 
ders to be made there on Certiorari's to remove 
ſuch Orders, whether of two Juſtices or Quarter- 
Seſſions, into His Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, 
and all Recognizances to be entred into thereon, 
or any Coſts to be given thereon by the ſaid 
Court of King's Bench, ſhall be and are hereby 
repealed. 

Provided always, that this Act, or any Thing 
herein contained, ſhall nat extend, or bw 
rue 
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Hrued to extend in any wiſe, to affect any Ho- 
roy ital or Hoſpitals within this Kingdom, or the 
4 — or Members thereof, ſaving the ſe- 
ueſtring ſo much of the Penſion of any Perſon 
ebſoncing from his Family to the Pariſh, in man- 
ner as aforeſaid; or to affect or diſturb any Cor- 
poration or Corporations or the Juriſdiction 
thereof, or the Magiſtrates thereof, in any Wiſe 
howſoever; or to hinder the Juſtices of theè Peace 
within the Liberty of St. Albans in. the: Codͤnt 
of Hertford, or of Phe Liberty in the Borough of 
St. Peter, and Hundred of Naſſabourough in the 
County of Northampton, from hearing and deter- 
mining any Appeals for the Settlement of the 
Poor in their Quarter-Seffions, as they might 
have done before the making of this Act; any 
Thing herein; before contained. to the N 
thereof i in any wiſe ENS 
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REASONS 
For making no other 


ALTERATIONS 


IN THE 


POOR-LA W. 


THAN 
What appear abſolutely neceſſary, 


E@TFJIRECAUSE human Knowledge is 

ER 2» progreſſive, and 'tis more likely 

to come to Perfection by Degrees, 
than jump into it at once. 

IT. *Tis but reaſonable that Pariſhes, as well 
as private Men, ſhould have the Power over 
their own Eſtates, and not have Lords and 
Mafters ſet over them for no other Reaſon, 
than becauſe they don't manage quite well. It 
that Doctrine were to hold in private Property, 
4 great many Eſtates in England wou'd ſoon be 
under a Sequeſtration. 

III. The Care of the Poor is admitted to be 
a Work of Difficulty, if fo, whether *rwill not 
be more eaſily managed in ſmall Bodies, than 
by great, eſpecially when in one Caſe there 
will be but few Alterations of Things evidently 
neceſſary, in the other every Thing is to be 
turned into a new Channel, which no Man 
alive can ſee what Courſe 'twill take: And it 


may not be amiſs to obſerve that the Land- 
F Tax 


(28) 
Tax in the Year 1693, has been the Standard 
ever ſince, wichout Alteration even in Middleſex, 
where the Rents have been fince doubled. 9. 
What is become of the Surpluſs ? If it be urged 
that Corporations may do better: Q; What 
Benefit has the moneyed Intereſt received from 
the South S:2 Company, or the Poor from the 
Charitable Corporation ? *Tis hoped theſe Inſtan- 
ces may ſatisfy any reaſonable Man, that any 
ſudden turn of Thought is not a ſufficient Foun- 


dation for a great Change in our Laws. Nolumus 
Leges Anglia Mutari. 

IV. The not removing the Poor till they are 
actually chargeable, the more eaſie removing and 
providing for them when they are; the deter- 
mination of Queſtions on Removals upon the 
Merit only, the proper Diſtinction between un- 
fortunate and criminal Poor, and providing for 
them, the new Method propoſed of building and 
modelling Infirmaries and Houſes of Correction, 
as near as may be conformable with the preſent 
Laws, and without Violation to Liberty or Pro- 
perty, are, or are intended to be the chief Points 
provided for in the before Scheme. 

V. What the Author hopes for is, that this 
may make one Step further towards a compleat 
Law for this Purpoſe, and does not doubt 
but in a little Time in the courſe of Experience 
ſome Things further to be done may appear ne- 
ceſſary, but is a little cautious of dealing out too 
much Anticipation, for fear too nice an Attempt 
to prevent imaginary Evils ſhould introduce and 
be the Occaſion of real Miſchiets, like a Surgeon, 
who beginning with a Wound or Sore before *tis 
ripe, often makes it worſe inſtead of better. 

VI. Upon the whole, the Beſt of Laws will 
ſignify but little, without being put in Execu- 

tion. 


oy 
tion. The Proviſion for the Poor, as they now 
ſtand, is ſummary, conciſe and juſt. And the 
Power of executing them (tho* in ſome Degree 
arbitrary) yet no Ways oppreſſive. The Poor 
has his Cauſe inſtantly heard and determined, 
and the. Officer is as readily excuſed or puniſh- 
ed; Pariſhes ſave if they are frugal, and ſuffer 
if they are extravagant, without Mixture or 
Confuſion. And Juſtices of Peace are ſuffici- 
ently awed from great Miſbehaviours by being 
ſubje& to an Action or Information, which 
ſometimes carries a Sting for what is paſt, and 
to-be turn'd out of the Commiſſion at will, to 
prevent the like for the Future. And where can 
be the Miſchief of a Power ſo eaſily puniſhed 
and diſarmed. *Twas on that Foot that Dicta- 
tors in the Roman Empire and Lord high Stew- 
ards in this Kingdom have been occaſionally ap- 
Pointed, whoſe Power has always ceaſed with 
the Occaſion. But without an extraordinary or 
urgent Occaſion to erect an unaccountable never 
dying Power in Perſons, who never can be pro- 
Pe puniſhed, is a thing ſo new that it can't 

foreſeen what will be the End thereof. 


OBFEC- 


OBJECTIONS i the Veſling the 


Power over the Poor in Corporations, 


I. IF Corporations miſbehave, they are only 

puniſhable m their corporare Capacity, 
whereas Guilt is always perſonal and ſo ought 
to be puniſhed, and the more ſummary the bet- 
ter, The Neceſſities of the Poor won't admit of 
long Arguments or tedious Enquiries,” 

It. As to Pariſhes at Preſent, thoſe who be- 
have well, fave by it, thoſe who behave ill, ſuf- 
fer by it; but *tis in the Power of the ill Ma- 
nagers to mend their Conduct as much, as *tis 
in a private Man's Power to retrench his Expen- 
ces, But why are they immediately to be put 
under Guardians or Commitrees, like ſo many 
Ideots or Lunaticks? An abſolute Power to 
charge an Eſtate, is almoſt as bad as taking 
away an Eſtate: and what is ſtill more extra- 
ordinary; why are the frugal induſtrious Pa- 
riſhes to be blended and joined along with them 
that are otherwiſe ? 2 

III. As to the Poor, why ſhou'd the Fruits of 
any poor Man's Labour who is not criminally 
ſo, be taken from him to ſupply the Occaſions 
of others who are leſs diligent? 


OBJEC- 


OBJECTIONS to poor Perſons 
wandring from Pariſh to Pariſh, 


without Permit or Certificate, or 
being ſubject to be removed when 
chargeable. 


I. ib Regard to the Poor themſelves, 


T will occaſion their being inſolent and 
I idle, inſtead of being induſtrious and hum- 
ble, when Matter of Favour and Indulgence 1s 
turned into a Right. | 


II. Vith Regard to the Pariſhes in and near 
London. 


The preſent Poor of theſe Pariſhes are 
ſufficient for the Work that is to be done in 
them (except in the hay and harveſt time) who 
can but barely ſubſiſt on their preſent Wages 
all Things confidered. If therefore more Poor 
have a Right to. come, the Conſequence will 
be, that the Wages mult be lowered, which will 
make the preſent Poor chargeable, or more 
Work muſt be found, or the more honeſt wil; 
be unprovided for. The plauſible Pretence of 
lowering Wages may be carried too far. Where 
is the Policy or Advantage of reducing the Poors 
Wages lower than they can live by, or the 
Prices of Proviſions lower than the Tenants 
can afford to pay their Rents by? 


III. With 
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The Day. Labourers. Wages. at Preſent 
bear a nearer Proportion to the Wages of La- 
bour in the-linnen and wWoelen Manufacturies, 
and by changing Hands from one to another, 
both one Works are 2 carried on very well 
togethers awhereas, if e Poor are tem * 
of Face Places up e reg in Proſpe 


ſtant Countries may happen to want Hands 
to carry I" OP: CN ere 
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